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EBOLA IN CONTEXT: UNDERSTANDING 
TRANSMISSION, RESPONSE AND CONTROL 

WEEK 3 STEP 3.4 WOULD YOU DO A RANDOMISED CONTROLLED 
TRIAL? (DISCUSSION) 

To hear the arguments again, review the previous step. It explains the scenario 
for the discussion and vote. 

You are a member of an ethics committee. You are reviewing a proposal for a 
placebo randomised controlled trial of an antiviral drug for Ebola in West Africa. The 
drug has been in use in humans for other infections (unrelated to Ebola) and has a 
good safety profile. There is plenty of the drug available. There are some results 
from trials in animals to suggest that it might be useful in Ebola. In the proposed trial 
in people with Ebola, half the patients would be randomised to receive the drug and 
half would receive a placebo. All patients will receive the same supportive care. 

Would you approve the proposal for the trial? Or should everyone get the unproven 
drug? What are the reasons for your choice? Cast your vote here, and outline your 
reasons for your choice in the discussion. When you have voted you will find a link to 
see how others have voted too: ‘see previous responses’. (We’ll let you know the 
final outcome of the vote at the end of the course.) 
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This material has been repackaged from a free, online course delivered by the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine on the FutureLearn platform in 
2015. Additional information about the course and its contributors can be found on 
the School website. 

Future iterations of the course may feature slightly different material. Further live 
runs of this and other courses can be found on the platform. Please visit the School’s 
FutureLearn webpage for more details. 
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