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EBOLA IN CONTEXT: UNDERSTANDING 
TRANSMISSION, RESPONSE AND CONTROL 

WEEK 2 STEP 2.14 WOULD YOU SEEK TREATMENT? 
(DISCUSSION) 

Read the following scenario and discuss what you would do in this situation. 

It is November 2014. You are a 26 year old Liberian woman living in a small village. 
You have a husband, Nyennon, and two small children: a boy, Borforh, aged 4, and 
a girl, Teenesee, aged 18 months. Your husband attended a funeral of a family 
member in Monrovia a week ago, and now he has a fever. You are concerned, 
because you heard on the radio that early symptoms of Ebola include a fever, but 
you know that other diseases such as malaria do too. 

The radio also said that even though there is no cure for Ebola, by getting care at an 
Ebola treatment centre you have a better chance of survival than if you stay at home, 
and that it is important for sick people go to the centre to protect the rest of the 
family. However, some people in your village have been saying that Ebola does not 
really exist, and that the treatment centres are a cover for the Western doctors 
testing dangerous drugs on African people. You do not think that this is true, but the 
rumours are still worrying. You have heard stories of people going off in the 
ambulance and nobody knowing what has happened to them. 

Your village is 4 hours by road to the nearest treatment centre. Your sister has told 
you that there is an ambulance coming to the village to pick up a neighbour who may 
also have Ebola. Should you ask the ambulance to take your husband too? You 
don’t know how else to take him to the treatment centre if his condition worsens. 
Before you decide what to do, you discuss your concerns with your sister. 

Your main concerns are: 

 Your husband may have Ebola, and even though you know there is no cure 
available, you want him to have the best chance of survival 

 You don’t know if he actually has Ebola, and you are worried that he could 
catch it in the ambulance or at the centre. 

 If your husband does stay at home, he may infect your children and you with 
Ebola. 

 You may never see your husband again if he goes to the treatment centre. 
You would not be able to get his body back and give him a proper funeral, if 
the worst does happen. 

 If the ambulance collects your husband, your neighbours will see; they may 
ostracise you and might not buy their vegetables from your market stall 
anymore. Then how could you afford to feed your children? 

The ambulance is due to arrive soon. What will you do? 
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Consider the concerns outlined and how this will influence your decision. Have other 
learners raised any issues that you hadn’t considered? It might be a good idea to 
read and respond to others’ comments while forming or after posting your own 
response. 
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This material has been repackaged from a free, online course delivered by the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine on the FutureLearn platform in 
2015. Additional information about the course and its contributors can be found on 
the School website. 

Future iterations of the course may feature slightly different material. Further live 
runs of this and other courses can be found on the platform. Please visit the School’s 
FutureLearn webpage for more details. 
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