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EBOLA IN CONTEXT: UNDERSTANDING 
TRANSMISSION, RESPONSE AND CONTROL 

WEEK 1 STEP 1.16 GATHERING AND DISSEMINATING 
INFORMATION (VIDEO) 

In an outbreak on this scale a key issue is to know what is happening where. 
This is not easy in areas where there are no detailed maps as well as 
incomplete data on the cases. In this video, Chris Grundy describes how 
information is being collected and collated on where cases are occurring to 
produce information that is useful for those working at the local level and 
those planning the response. 

A certain amount of information is collected on each patient. This includes the village 
they come from and data on contacts. Areas are being mapped using satellite 
imagery and crowd sourcing data to be used with OpenStreetMap.1 Mobile phones 
are playing an important role. Freephone numbers are available for people to text in 
information on the location of cases or bodies that need to be collected. Health 
workers can record the GPS coordinates on their phones when they are in a village 
even where there is no phone coverage so location data can be recorded accurately. 
All datasets need to be treated carefully to maintain confidentiality. 

Workers at different levels have different requirements in how they want to see 
information, although the basic data underlying it will be similar. 

This map shows the location of treatment centres. When overlaid with the actual 
locations of recent cases, which are not available publicly for confidentiality reasons, 
it can help with the planning of where future centres might be needed. 

The problems of case definitions, missing cases, and collecting data in care centres 
are addressed in later steps. 

 

  

http://brcmapsteam.github.io/Ebola-Web-Map
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This material has been repackaged from a free, online course delivered by the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine on the FutureLearn platform in 
2015. Additional information about the course and its contributors can be found on 
the School website. 

Future iterations of the course may feature slightly different material. Further live 
runs of this and other courses can be found on the platform. Please visit the School’s 
FutureLearn webpage for more details. 
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